
ple think that cutting flush means pulling
on the stem while trimming the stem. I know
you didn’t do that.

But by telling people to leave 1⁄4" on the
stem, they cannot possibly be pulling on the
stem while cutting it. Does this make sense?

To answer your question specifically,
what do I think happened? On those ‘less
than ideal roads’ and with 10 hours of rid-
ing (ouch!) the punctured area probably
became stressed even with the plug in it.
However, you do seem pleased that the
mushroom plugs did their job of prevent-
ing you from being stranded.

As (what we consider to be) a temporary
repair, these plugs are proven to be supe-
rior to what else is out there. We’re glad
you agree.

I am now concerned that the plug failed
due to the steel-belted radials. Was I lucky?
How well did the mushroom plug work?
The concept of the Stop & Go seems sound
and gave me, possibly, a false sense of secu-
rity. I believe the idea behind the mushroom
plug is a good one and I hope that a solution
can be found if it is a case of being cut due
to steel belted tires. Would adhesive help?
My experience with the Stop & Go Plugger
could be considered a testimonial, as well. 

Often, when on trips, replacement or an
internal repair is not an immediate option
due to weekend travel or just the unavail-
ability of a motorcycle shop.

J. Ward
Travel6727@jam.rr.com

Jackson, MS 

Subject: Gold Wing Lawsuit
I’m the owner of a 2002 1800 Gold Wing

that I purchased in part due to the various
reviews in MCN. Anyway, I just received a
notice of a pending class action against
Honda. I’d like to hear your comments about
this. It appears to me that this is an unnec-
essary action (in this case, anyway) whose
only result is to get two plaintiffs $7500
each and lawyers to get $1.4 million mini-
mum. Motorcyclist everywhere can thank
these guys for being charged more money
for new motorcycles because the manufac-
turers have to cover their butts because of
stupid actions like this.

It would certainly be different if Honda
hadn’t already owned up to the problem and
agreed to fix everyone’s motorcycles free of
charge. Is it just me or are actions like this
what’s wrong with our industry?

TJ Smith 
tjsmith@salsgiver.com

TJ, America has more lawyers than any
other country, yet corporate and govern-
mental corruption runs amok. Unnecessary
lawsuits do increase the price of goods. For
instance, Nolan says that you pay $12 for

liability insurance when you buy one of their
helmets. While on the other hand, Chinese-
made helmets avoid any insurance, leaving
dealer and distributors to face the wrath of
lawyers unprotected. Other products are
simply unavailable in the US for liability
reasons. For instance,  BMW riders know
that the BMW System helmets, which the
company has sold in Europe for 15 years,
have been withheld from the American mar-
ket, rather than face expensive lawsuits.

We obviously need reforms, but who will
write the new laws? More lawyers? (Most
of our elected representatives are lawyers.)

Water Pump Rebuilder
As a long time subscriber, I can remem-

ber many letters from readers about the
early failure of their water pumps and the
high cost of factory replacements. When
the pump seal on my 1987 Kawasaki
ZL1000 began leaking oil, I was astounded
that the only fix from the Kawasaki dealer
was a new, nearly $200 pump, plus several
hours labor. They also balked at working
on such an “old” machine. The good news
is that I found a very qualified independent
mechanic who was willing to help me. The
great news is that I found the Moto-Parts
Exchange Company on the Internet. They
specialize in rebuilding all types of auto-
motive water pumps. Mine was the first
motorcycle water pump they’d attempted,
but they were able to do it. It was back to me
in less than a week. The cost was less than
half that of the new factory pump, plus they
guarantee it for three years! You can find
them at: www.moto-parts.com

James A. Harger
hargeraudio@yahoo.com

“Replacement” Yuasa Battery
The 1995 Honda Shadow Ace 1100 had

the infamous “T” type lead-acid battery that
was involved in a recall (in 1997 I believe).

After contacting Yuasa, I purchased a
YTZ14S maintenance-free battery for my
Ace. Installation took 2–3 hours because I
found the following:

Both Honda positive and negative bat-
tery connections have folded tabs that align
on front and back side of the mating con-
nections, and the connection posts on the
YTZ14S battery are wider than the Honda
battery connection points, so the bolt holes
will not line up unless you bend and re-form
the battery connections. The result is that
the metalwork is not as flat as it was from
the factory, and the nuts and bolts supplied
with the YTZ14S are then not long enough.
I ended up using the old bolt (because it was
longer) with the new nut (cause the old nut
wouldn’t fit).

Third, and most disconcerting: The pos-
itive cable to the battery is not long enough

to mount to the YTZ14S battery without
connecting diagonally across it (and this
was after I re-positioned the positive cable
to free up 1⁄2–3⁄4" more cable. This is not an
acceptable solution.

Jan Janowski
wb9iph@ameritech.net

Janklow’s South Dakota
I just finished reading the April issue of

MCN and wanted to add my two cents’
worth. In the letters section was a letter from
Karen Brooks. I’m glad she wrote in. I have
been planning a trip to Sturgis to celebrate
my 50th birthday, but after the way they let
Congressman Janklow off for the needless
death of Randolph Scott, I’m not going! I
will not spend a cent in that state. Janklow
should have had his license revoked years
ago. I hope other riders will boycott Sturgis
this year. Let the lawmakers know how
unfair the sentence was for Janklow. It could
be you that he runs down next time. 

Ron Leap
leap74@juno.com 

Ocala, FL

Coverage Of New BMW R1200GS
Dave, thanks for the great coverage of

the BMW R1200GS in the April ’04 issue!
I subscribe to half a dozen bike mags, and

of course, they all had representatives at the
press intro, but only MCN took the trouble
and space to provide a detailed description
and technical analysis of BMW’s long-
awaited new boxer.

As a dedicated Beemer-phile and invet-
erate “techie,” I just want to let you know
that you’ve shown again why MCN is the
magazine I most look forward to each
month. Keep up the great work!

Now comes the hard part—do I succumb
to the new GS or wait a year or two for the
RS or RT variant? Decisions, decisions...

John Helming
Ledyard, CT

Better Than Armorall?
Well friends, the time for me to write-in

has finally come! In the March ’04 Down-
time Files, the use of Armorall is recom-
mended.

I know of a much better product. I live in
southern California where the sun (UV) and
ozone age plastics and rubber quickly. For
about 15 years, I used Armorall and my plas-
tic and rubber parts hardened and cracked.
Then I discovered 303 Aerospace Protectant
(available at marine supply stores). I now
have a vehicle that is 15+ years-old that has
had 303 applied throughout it’s life and the
plastics and rubber are, like new! Try it, it
works!

Mark Ulman
m3mulman@yahoo.com

big ass mustach like that TV guy has, called
my broker and had him dump a bunch a’
tech stocks an’ told my righteous partyin’
bro’s at the health club I was pickin’ up a
new ride. Then I found out the joke’s on
me! Thanks a lot, pal!

steven taylor 
stevent6998321@yahoo.com

Feedback: Stop & Go Tire Plugger
I read the letter in the April issue about

plug failures and I have some additional
information that will be of great importance
to existing Stop & Go Tire Plugger kit own-
ers. The day I received my Tire Plugger kit
I decided to try it on an old motorcycle tire
sitting in my garage. Since I usually do most
of the roadside tire repairs for my motor-
cycle club, I wanted to make sure I could
quickly and efficiently use this new tool.
I followed the directions carefully and
installed a plug into a simulated nail hole
of my worn out motorcycle tire. It seemed
to work well and I was satisfied that I had
a good roadworthy repair. Imagine my
amazement the next morning when I exam-
ined the tire and the plug was gone—yes,
gone. I looked around and found the stem
off the rubber plug a few feet away from
the tire and the mushroom head inside the
tire. I thought I had not done the repair prop-
erly so I installed another plug, carefully
following the instructions. The next morn-
ing I had the same result, another broken
plug. I tried it one more time and the next
morning, same result. I thought I was going
crazy. I had owned my own automotive
repair business for over 20 years and I have
mounted and repaired hundreds of motor-
cycle tires. What could be going on? The
only thing I could think of was that the rub-
ber plugs were junk. I e-mailed the Stop &
Go company directly about my problem and
within one hour I received a phone call from
the owner. “Do not use those plugs!” he
screamed. “They are defective (no kidding)
and I will send you some good ones.”

Well, he did, and I tried them and they
seemed to work. So beware that there are
defective plugs out there. My advice is to try
your kit on an old tire and see if it works.
You might also call the owner to see if
you have a bad set of plugs. My kit now
resides in the back of my wife’s Corvette,
since it has no spare tire. I carry the good
old dependable rope plugs on my bike.

Peewee
Pee_Wee@comcast.net

Dear MCN,
My experience with the Stop & Go Tire

Plugger has all been positive. I have plugged
several motorcycle tires as well as several
automobile tires without any failures. On
my automobile, I plugged two tires and

drove it like that for several thousand miles.
Not once have I ever had a plug get cut by
the steel belts in the tire.

Arnold Garcia
arnold.garcia@comcast.net

Bedford, TX

Here is an article I sent to our national
magazine (GWTA) some time ago. I’m
glad I kept it:

“On a ride, one of our chapter members
noticed that one of our bikes’ rear tire was
low. An inspection showed a medium sized
nail. The tire was plugged with a Stop &
Go Tire Plugger, and ridden home. It was
then replaced with a new tire.

The picture is an un-retouched digital
photo of the Dunlop Elite II tire taken from
that bike.

A close inspection of the damage shows
the plug, a mushroom-style, was 90%
chewed away on the inside by the jagged
cords. If you take a close look at the site
where the nail entered, you can see where
it was “wobbling” thereby enlarging the
hole to almost 1⁄8" only on the inside. This
enlargement was not visible on the outside
of the tire.

I personally would never ride on any tire
plugged with a ‘mushroom style’ plug. I
still have this section of this tire and bring
to to every safety meeting I attend.”

Burt Wagner 
burtsr@bigfoot.com

Chicago, Illinois 
GWTA Region C Education Director 

I was introduced to the Stop & Go Tire
Plugger when a fellow rider used his Stop
& Go to fix three flats suffered by other rid-
ers, including me, due to tire cuts on a GS
ride at a rally. I was sufficiently impressed
to buy one and carry it in my saddlebag,
together with a small compressor. That first
plug in my tire lasted around 2000 miles,
including some interstate-speed cross-coun-
try riding, until two 16-penny nails simul-
taneously produced additional punctures to
the same tire. More tire plugs allowed me to

ride home, but I bought a new tire rather
than ride with three patches. So that was
excellent experience.

On another occasion I had a “persistent”
flat. A screw punctured my tire, and I found
I had a very difficult time inserting the
probe to get the plug inside. After I man-
aged to do that, the plug was sheared and
came off. After three replugs, I gave up. I
subsequently figured out that that particular
puncture was right at the point where a steel
belt crossed the tread area, and this was
indeed cutting the plug in two, the ends of
which then worked out. In each case it took
30–60 miles for the puncture to reopen. But
again, that Tire Plugger got me home. I
doubt that any penetrating type of plug (as
opposed to a simple glue-on patch on the
inside) could withstand the working of a
steel cable flexing as the tire flexes.

I’ve used the Stop&Go Tire Plugger per-
haps ten times. How difficult it is to patch
the tire depends upon location of the punc-
ture relative to the steel belts, in other
words, how difficult it is to ream the punc-
ture with the probe, and the angle of the
puncture. I haven’t used the stringy sticky
plugs, but have heard horror stories about
riders attempting to insert those, or finding
the glue dried out. The tire plugger makes
that task much easier as best I can tell.

Richard Wojciechowski
rtwojski@earthlink.net

Very recently I had an experience with
the Stop & Go Plugger similar to what was
discussed by FC Port in the April issue. I
had a flat approximately 600 miles into a
multi-day trip to Southwest Texas on a
BMW R1150RT. It was repaired with the
Stop & Go and I continued on (a cycle
pump was used for inflation). It should be
noted that once I was satisfied the tire was
not losing air, I did not slow down for the
remainder of the trip, as I should have. After
three-plus more days of riding and over
1500 additional miles later, the tire went
flat again. I re-plugged the puncture and
continued home another 235 miles or so at
highway speeds.

When the tire was replaced a couple of
days later, the mushroom head was free on
the inside and cut off clean. The second plug
was still in place. For 1500-plus miles the
tire did not leak at all until the first plug
came out. The second did not leak either.

After I replaced my tires and prior to
reading the letter to the editor in MCN I e-
mailed Stop & Go and explained what hap-
pened and asked his opinion. I received a
very prompt reply. I have cut and pasted
excerpts from the email below:

You pose a good question. Why does one
instruction say cut flush while the other says
to leave 1⁄4" of stem. The answer is some peo-
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